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Media Scanning & Verification Cell 
Media alert from the Media Scanning & Verification Cell, IDSP-NCDC. 

 

Twenty-two students of Mother Terasa Women's University in Kodaikanal, who are 
staying in a state government-run hostel, were hospitalised on Monday with 
vomiting and diarrhoea after they ate tomato rice.  
"The students had vomiting and diarrhoea, when they came here. After treatment, 10 
students were discharged in the evening. The remaining 12 are safe and they will be 
discharged on Tuesday," Kodaikanal GH chief medical officer R Balaji told TOI.  
 
The students say they have been demanding better facilities and quality food, but no 
action has been taken by the government's backward class welfare department that 
runs the hostel.  
 
Mother Terasa Women's University was set up by former chief minister MGR to 
cater to the education needs of rural women. It is situated at Attuvampatti village, 
10 km from Kodaikanal. The university also runs a college on its campus. A total of 
850 students belonging to various districts, including Theni, Madurai, and 
Dharmapuri, study there. Of them, more than 100 students are staying in the hostel 
functioning on the campus.  

 

Alert  ID Publication 
Date 

Reporting 
Date Place Name News Source/Publication Language 

3329 22.03.2016 23.03.2016 Dindigul 
Tamil Nadu 

www.timesofindia.com/English 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/22- 

students-in-hosp-after-food-
poisoning/articleshowprint/51506971.cms     

Title: Twenty-two students fell ill due to food poisoning in 
district Dindigul, Tamil Nadu 

Action By 
CSU, IDSP 
-NCDC 

Information communicated to DSU-Dindigul, SSU-Tamil Nadu  



 

 Save a tree. Don't print unless it's really necessary! 

Disclaimer:-This is a Media Alert and pending verification.  
                         Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP), National Centre for Disease Control, 

Ministry Of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India 
22-Sham Nath Marg, Delhi – 110 054 

For more information please contact: Media Scanning & Verification Cell: - Phone (011)23946029 
Email: - idspmediaalert@gmail.com, idsp-msc@nic.in, avnishsharma22@gmail.com  

      Join us on            http://www.facebook.com/pages/Media-Scanning-Verification-Cell-IDSPNCDC/137297949672921 

                                             https://twitter.com/MSVC1   

 

Pa
ge

2 

 
College principal TMS Chandramani Jebamani told TOI, "136 students are staying 
in the hostel. Tomato rice was served on Sunday evening. The ones who fell ill was 
those who did not take food on Monday morning. If the food was said to be the reason 
for the illness, other students too would have suffered." 

But the students differed. "It is said the permitted student strength of the hostel is 
50. Based on this there is one cook. But many more students have been 
accommodated in it. Besides, the hostel warden did not stay in the hostel. She comes 
only once in a week. And the cook heats the rice that is cooked in the morning and 
makes it as tomato rice or some other dish in the evening," said a student.  

"Two months ago, we staged protest demanding proper food, water facility etc., 
during which the revenue authorities and police officials who urged us to call off 
protest promised action. Based on their promise we relented. But the authorities 
have failed to fulfill their promise. Nothing has changed," said a student. 

"It is the authority which should redress the grievances. Our vice chancellor took the 
issue to the notice of the authority. We wanted them to limit the inmates' strength to 
100, which will help to some extent. But no action was taken," said registrar N Kala. 


